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Sincere defire of promoting the hoygineſs and 
intereſts of ſociety, once induced me to publiſh 
three of the le Letters. For the ſame 


they are, with ſome correftions and the addition 


ourth, again ſubmitted to the inſpefion and candor 7 
115 Public. 


A 


If it ſhould be aſked what reference thee. Fra, 
have to the public welfare at large; the author can 
give no other reaſon than that he thinks there is an 
inſeparable, or at leaſt a more intimate connection be- 
tween domeſtic happineſs and the intereſts of ſociety thaw 
is generally imagined. It is jt pv: uh eaſy to conceius 
how a bad huſband can be a good father, a good ma 


er a worthy member of ſoct Ce Wee 
=t how I _ IE 
of the church of Cad, or be a = 
Y neceſſary 14 the public welfare ef 4 


* 
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plicable to our preſent purpoſe it 1s refors + 
7 is firſt wanted. — family may be confi= © 
dered as a diſtinct ſociety connected with the body politic; 
and if theſe ſocieties are immoral, degenerate, or cor- 
rupt, ſuch alſo muſt be the body. That there is much 
need both of public and domeſtic reformation, is a truth ' 


too obvious to be denied; but whether theſe letters are © 


calculated to promote it, be left to the deci 
n judges than . T 4 * 


Di erent men, it is certain fo” di 
ently ; * and accordingiy will * . ae 
OO In this they ought ta be indulged : the riget of 
| private . 
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(a) 

private judgment muſt te held inviolate . tue cannot 
even wiſh to infringe on that liberty of thinking, which 
is the inalienable and indefefible right of every man, 
and from which none ſhould fland excluded. d yet, 
en recolleftion, it is perhaps poſſible to mention inſlances 
in which men, if they baue not forfeited their right 
of thinking for themſelves, have a wg their right 
of cenſuring or of judging others. For i 


ance : men 
be ſo much additled to fin, as to be inſenſible 
2 # fm is both of a defiling and E 2 
ture: an een _ is 1 beer with ſome 
ations of remorſe, then with ſome degree of boldneſs, 
rr þ ; ag perhaps with — To ” 
in ſcripture language, the conſcience is as if * ſeared 
with a hot iron; they are * paſt feeling, having given 
themſelves over unto laſciviouſneſs, to work all un- 
cleanneſs with greedineſs, and are therefore improper 
judges of either the beauty of virtue or the deformity 
o vice. In ſuch a caſe, the voluptuary will plead for 
bis pleaſures, the drunkard for his drink, and the 
adulterer for his luſt. | 


It has been found, after an attentive reviſal, that 
the following piece was, like moſt other productions of 
, Suman induſtry, capable of improvement. The whole 
har, therefore, been conſiderably enlarged, a feto verbal 
inaccuracies have been correfted, and the compoſition has, 
in ſeveral places, been altered and improved. And yet 
the author is far from thinking that his vigilance and 
care have precluded the need of criticiſm : there are im- 

perfettions inſeparable from human nature: imper fec- 
tions that claim the candor of men who are liable to 
the ſame infirmities, or to others equally important. 
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THE 
G Uu1lDE 
TO | 
" DOMESTIC HAPPINESS.. 
LETTER 1. 


TO PHILETUS 


Order is heaven's firſt law and this confelt, 
Some are, and muſt be, greater than the reſt, 
More rich, more wiſe : but who infers from hence, 


That ſuch are HAI ER, ſhocks all common ſenſe, 
” POPE, 


Vo aſk, PHILETUS, © whether a perſon in 
your circumſtances ought not, iti chooſ- 
© ing a wife, to make money a neceſſary article, 
© ſince without it little ſucceſs can be expected in 
© the preſent life.” Fully to anſwer this very in- 
tereſting queſtion, HET us, would require more 
room than is generally allowed for epiſtolary 
conveyance; I will, however, tranſmit you my 
A thoughts 
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' thoughts on the ſubje& with all the freedom and 
" eonciſeneſs that I can, 


© Whoever, ſays an elegant writer, finds him- 
ſelf incited, by ſome violent impulſe of paſſion, to 
purſue riches as the chief end of being, ſhould - 
ſtop and conſider whether he is about to engage 
in an undertaking that will reward his toil. When 
therefore the defire of wealth is taking hold of the 
heart, let us look round and ſee how it operates 
upon thoſe whoſe induſtry, or fortune, has ob- 
tained it. When we find them oppreſſed with 
their own abundance, luxurious without pleafure, 
idle without eaſe, impatient and querulous in 
themſelves, and deſpiſed or hated by the reſt of 
mankind, we ſhall ſoon be convinced that if the 
real wants of our condition are ſatisfied, there 
remains little to be ſought with ſolicitude, or de- 
fired with eagerneſs. He muſt, therefore, expect 
to be wretched, who. pays to beauty, riches, .or 


politeneſs, that regard which only virtue and 
piety can claim,” 


The diſtribution of all our temporal mercies is 
wiſely regulated. by the hand of God. Some men 
are favoured with a large ſhare of wordly bleſſ- 
ings ; ſome with things juſt neceſſary and con- 
voenient; while ſome, equally deſerving, have 
ſcarcely 
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fearcely where to lay their heads, The beſtow- 
ment of theſe things, I have already obſerved, is 
the work of God : © He maketh poor and maketh 
rich, he bringeth low and lifteth up, and none 
have a right to ſay unto him, what doſt thou #* 
He, therefore, who rejects a woman merely be- 
cauſe ſhe is not enriched with abundance of 
earthly bleſſings, reje&s, beſides the woman, the 
providence of God. Were every man to expect 
a large dowry with his wife, what muſt become 
of, by far, the greateſt, and perhaps the moſt 
amiable part of the fairer ſex? They muſt be. 
under a neceſſity of living, ſo far as we can judge, 
without anſwering the end for which they were 
created; and man, influenced by a principle un- 
natural and unjuſt, hve deprived of that fociety - 
and intercourſe which ſoften the rudeneſs of his 
manners, and which were graciouſly ende as 
the balm of life, 


But that I may be of uſe to you in this parti- 
cular, I ſhall wave a minute inveſtigation of the 
ſubject, and mention one circumſtance that has, 
in ſome meaſure, hitherto regulated my own con- 
duct; and which, I think, ought to be an inva- 
riable rule for every humble and ſincere chriſtian ; 
I mean, emIiLETVs, the leadings of divine pro- 
vidence. Every ſerious and conſiderate man muſt 
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141 
trace the marks of an inviſikle hand in all the 
variegated paths of life. He muſt acknowledge that 
it is not in man who walketh to direct his ſteps z 
yea, he will rejoice to find they are ordered by the 
Lord, who delighteth in his way, And were we 
more obſervant of the hand of providence, many 
of our inquiries would be needleſs; we ſhould 
ſee the path marked out before us; and if at any 
time through miſtake we ſhould' turn either ta 
the right hand or to the left, we ſhould hear a 
- ſtill ſmall voice whiſpering behind, © this is the 
way, walk ye in it.” 


* 


The firſt inquiry then is, whether you are 
walking in the path that providence hath allotted. 
If ſo, your way is clear, and your duty plain. 
To aſk whether poverty or riches may enſue, or 
what ſort of figure you may make in life, is a matter 
about which you are not to be concerned : it is 
your buſineſs to caſt all your cares upon God, 
who careth for you: the ordering and fucceſs of 
all future events belong to him, and muſt be left 
intirely to his diſpoſal, But here you may aſk, 
© How am l to be aſcertained that I tread the path 
marked out by providence?” In anſwering this 
very important queſtion, -I muſt appeal to your- 

ſelf. You have doubtleſs: made this matter the 
ſubjoct of your prayers; if ſo, you have reaſon, 
yea 
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yea 2 warrant to expect direction; for thoſe who 
aſk counſel of the Lord ſhall find it. To ſuch 
in the way thou ſhalt go : I will guide thee with 
mine eye.” I will therefore ſuppoſe, PuIxx xs, 
that after perſevering in this path of privilege 
and duty, you have found, in the circle of your 
acquaintance, one who, as to perſonal accome 
pliſhments and grace, is every way ſuited to your 
wiſhes. Your judgment, reaſon, and-affe&tions 
plead in her behalf, and convince you ſhe is 
formed to make you happy, By ſome means or 
other you have alſo reaſon to believe, that an 
application on your part might produce in her an 
attachment equal to your expectations. If ſo, it 
is plain ſhe is ſent in anſwer to your prayers ; 
you ought not to heſitate, but in faith to make her 
an offer of your hand in marriage, and with that 
your heart. But upon inquiry, it ſeems, you find 
her deſtitute of that EAR TM Y DUsT which'blinds 
more than half the world, and which, while - 
ſome have coveted after they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themſelves through with many 
ſorrows.” And does the want of his urge yum 
to deſiſt ? if ſo, it is plain that monty is the 
object of purſuit, not the woman, and 
ſhould have been the ſubject of his prayers, 
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In thoſe, indeed, who ſacrifice every thing to 
wealth, ſuch a conduct is perfectly conſiſtent: 
with them, a virtuous woman, and a woman with 

a large fortune mean th: ſame thing: but with 
thoſe who are actuated by nobler principles, ſuch 
conſiderations will have but little weight, If, 
PHILETUS, the object of your choice poſſeſs that 
grace and virtue you profeſſedly admire, can you 
reject her for not having what © providence 
withholds ? Remember ſhe is the price of blood! 
the object of a savioun's love, and dear to him 

as the apple of his eye! She is redeemed, not 
with corruptible things as sILVER and GOLD, 
nor are theſe the badges now given to demon- 
ſtrate her worth: the pearl of great price that 

| ſhe poſſeſſes, is concealed from the world; and 
the inheritance of which ſhe is an heir, is ſituated 
in a far and better country. As to worth, it is 
infinitely preferable to thoſe apprehended by the 
eye of ſenſe: it is incorruptible, undefiled, and 
fadeth not away. Some profeſſed chriſtians there 
are, indeed, who can diſpenſe with the want of 

a title to this inheritance, provided they can meet 
with a woman who has one already in poſſeſſion ; 
but I am perſuaded it is otherwiſe with you. 
The things which are ſeen are temporal, but the 
things which are not feen are eternal; and I be- 
| a 5 8 lieve (+ 
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eve you will think with me, that they are far 
| better and of a more enduring ſubſtance. ' 


Is it not enough, PHILETUs, that you both 
have received the earneſt and are heirs of the 
ſame inheritance, though not yet actually in poſ- 
ſeſſion ? Are you not bound to the ſame country, 


and both candidates for the ſame happineſs ? 


Know you not that this is not your reſt, it is 
polluted ? Conſider, PHILETUs, that we are but 
ſojourners in this temporary vale of tears; ſtran- 
gers who have here no continuing city; and 
pilgrims who are tavelling to that houſe not; 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens, Surely 
it is ſufficient, then, yea it muſt be defirable to: 
Rave the company of one who chuſeth the ſame. 
path, who delighteth in the ſame pleaſures, and 
who truſteth in the ſame God... Suppoſe, how- 
ever, that this amiable companion of your life 
could add to your preſent ſtipend, would that 
increaſe your happineſs? would it ſweeten one of 
the many bitters you muſt taſte, / or purchaſe for 
you one moment's interval fram pain? No, 
PHILETUS, happineſs conſiſteth not in the abun» 
dance that a man poſlefſeth, _ *. A mind formed 
upon the principles of the goſpel, may look down 
with contempt upon the luſtre of a throne, and 
yet know the value, and feel a ſenſe of gratitude 

in 
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© inthe poſſeſſion of a crumb.“ The moſt exalted 
fituation in the preſent life is expoſed, yea, pro- 
bably moſt expoſed to the faſcinating allurements 
of temptation; and whoſoever ſhall look heedfully 
upon thoſe who are eminent for their riches, will 
not think their condition ſuch as that he ſhould 
hazard his quiet, and much leſs his virtue to obtain 
it. For all that great wealth generally gives above 
a moderate fortune, is more room for the freaks 
of caprice, and more privilege for ignorance and 
vice, a quicker ſucceſſion of flatteries, and a larger 
circle of voluptuouſneſs.” The rich and the poor 
have their hours of ſorrow, and their intervals of 
Joy z neither poverty nor wealth exempt them 
from feeling the common calamities of life, nor 
confer that happineſs we ſo eagerly purſue, but 
which we muſt not experience till our race is 
finiſhed and our work is done. 


9 5 W has heaven indulg'd of joy below 
To tempt our tarriance in this loy'd retreat 
Enough has heaven ordain'd of uſeful woe 

To make us languiſh for a happier ſeat.” 


But why, PHILETvs, do the generality of pro- 
feſſing chriſtians thirſt after uncertain riches ? 
Is it that they may be more extenſively uſeful to 
tlie caule and intereſts of religion? No; godlineſs 
| with 
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with contentment is great gain; and . it is the 


want of this contentment that makes them un- 
thankful, uneaſy, and reſtleſs, A man under 
the influence and temper of the goſpel will ſay 
with gratitude and joy, * I have learnt in what- 
ſoever ſtate I am therewith to be content, . In the 
| moſt trying circumſtances I have a ſure and certain 
promiſe that my bread ſhall be given, and my 
water ſhall be ſure; and if I am not favored 
with all the elegancies of life, yet I am confident 
that the God whom I ſerve, will afford me ſuch 
temporary ſupplies as ſhall be moſt conducive to 
my own happineſs and his glory.” 


It is not our real wants, PHILETUs, but thoſe 
that are imaginary, we wiſh to gratify. It is not 
the neceſſaries, but the delicacies of life that we 


covet: and a reſtleſs, unwarrantable defire of 


earthly honor, pomp, and grandeur, is the prin- 
ciple by which we are actuated, and after the 
enjoyment of which we naturally aſpire. 


He that loveth filver, ſays the wiſe man, ſhall 
not be fatished with filver ; nor he that loveth 
abundance, with increaſe. * It almoſt always 
happens, that the man who grows rich, changes 
his notions of poverty, ſtates his wants by ſome 
new meaſures, and from flying the enemy that 

B , purſued 
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purſued him, bends his endeavors to overtake 
thoſe whom he ſees before him. The power of 
gratifying his appetites increaſes their demands; 
a thouſand wiſhes croud in upon him, importu- 
nate to be ſatisfied ; and vanity and ambition open 


proſpects of deſire, which ſtill grow Wider as 
they are more contemplated. 


© Thus in time want is enlarged without bounds ; 
eagerneſs for increaſe of poſſeſſions deluges the 
foul; and we fink into the gulphs of inſatia- 
bility, only becauſe we do not ſufficiently conſider, 
that all real need is very ſoon ſupplied, and all 
real danger of its invaſion eaſily precluded; that 
the claims of vanity, being without limits, muſt 
be denied at leaſt ; and that the pain of repreſſing 
them is leſs pungent before they have been long 
accuſtomed to compliance,” 


And yet notwithſtanding this, with what avi- 
dity and ſpeed do the generality of men purſue 
after uncertain riches ?. riches. that periſh in the 
uſing, that are of no further benefit, and intended 
for no other purpoſe, than to. purchaſe ſome 
temporary relief, ſome ſeaſonable ſupply for thoſe 
wants of human nature that are ſure to attend 
us through every ſtage and circumſtance of life. 
And as riches are in general the means of pro- 

curing 
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curing ſome of the comforts, and of almoſt all 


the conveniencies of life; we ſometimes think, 
yea we moſt commonly think, that happineſs is 
annexed to the poſſeſſion of them, We, there- 
fore, toil and labor for- abundance, and when 
abundance is obtained, we find as many, wants, 


as many cares, and as many ſorrows, as when, 


humble poverty was our only burden, when in- 
duſtry procured the neceſſaries of life, or when 
mediocrity of circumſtances placed us beyond the 
reach of want. The truth is, that no terreſtrial 


good can yield that ſubſtantial happineſs which is 


ſuited to the nature and deſires of the human 
mind ; and he who thinks to find it in any tking 
beneath the ſun, is purſuing a phantom that will 
elude his chace ; and if it ſeem to loiter for his 
approach, it will only be to convince him of his 


folly, to ſhew him a miſtake that he never ſaw, 


and of which thouſands never thought, till their 
race terminated in that country from whence 


none ever yet returned to own their error or c- 


feſs their ſhame, 


Now, PHILETVUS, after having ſaid thus much, 
do not imagine I think it NEczs8ary that a 


man of large poſſeſſions ſhould make a point of 
* marrying a woman without money, or that a 


man ia low circumſtances ſhould expect to marry 
B 2 a woman 


bp 
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a woman with an immenſe fortune. Sentiments 
of this nature, if reduced to practice, would be 
productive of nothing but diſcord and confuſion 
in ſociety. I will illuſtrate what I mean. Men 
of different ranks and degrees in life move in 
different ſpheres : the rich and noble in one very 
different from the tradeſman, and the tradeſman 
in one different from that which is general to 
people in common life. Each treads the circle 
that providence hath allotted, and each ought 
to reſt contented with his portion. A man in 
buſineſs, who extends his views to a woman of 
the firſt rank and fortune, does not conſult his 
happineſs ; to juſtify himſelf, however, he may 
plead his intereſt, but he cannot plead pro- 
priety. A man alſo whoſe maintenance in life 
is connected with his diligence and labor, muſt 
perceive at once that this is the path which pro- 
vidence hath aſſigned him: if he is uneaſy and 
reſtleſs in his ſituation, and aſpires after ſuch 
things as he muſt ſee and feel are withheld, he 
forſakes the way of duty, and cannot, with pro- 
priety, expect either bleſſing or direction. It is 
therefore our buſineſs, as I have before remarked, 
to follow the leadings of divine providence, as 
the beſt and wiſeſt ruſe for our conduct in every 
ſtage and circumſtance of life. If worldly af- 
fluence is to be the portion of the laboring man, 
| the 
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the hand of God will point out the way ; he will 
ſarmount the greateſt difficulties ; he will make 
rough places plain, and crooked things ſtraight z 
and if this is to be communicated by matrimo- 
nial alliance, he will direct to the object, and 
alſo to the neceſſary means by which it 1s to be 
obtained, In ſuch a caſe, it is a-man's duty to 
perſevere till he has gotten full poſſeſſion of the 
woman, and of courſe her fortune, 


There is, PHILETUs, a material difference 
between a man's marrying a woman of fortune, 
to whom he is directed in a way of providence ; 
and his making money the object of his inqui- 
ries, and the criterion by which he eſtimates her 
worth. Such a man emphatically deſerves the 
name of FORTUNE-HUNTER---a character as 
odious in ſociety, as deſtructive of domeſtic hap- 
pineſs! And if marriages confummated on ſuch 
plans, are afterwards attended with any tolerable 
ſhare of outward reſpect, it is more than can 
reaſonably be expected, and infinitely more than 
ſuch baſe mercenaries deſerve. Siniſter views in 
alliances of this nature are not only criminal in 
themſelves, but hurtful to ſociety. Hence the 


indifference, the coldneſs, and neglect, ſo com- 
monly viſible in the marriage life, and which are 


frequently 


bi 
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frequently productive of the worſt conſequences. 

And this, probably, will beſt account for the 
diabolical intrigues, the fornication, and adulteries 
ſo prevalent among the great ; and whoſe ex- 
ample and influence are diffuſing themſelves, and 
- contaminating the morals of all ranks and de- 
grees of men. © 


From this general contagion, however, the 


| chriſtian world muſt ſtand excluded, though it 


is to be feared not all its members, from the in- 
* fluence of mercenary views; and if by ſuch an - 
imprudent conduct they are not fo completely 
miſerable, nor addicted to the vices common to 
men who ſtudy the gratification of their ſenſual 
appetites, it is not owing to their own wiſdom 
or good management, but to the interpoſition of 
another hand. A ſincere, mutual, and diſinte- 
reſted regard is the only baſis of conjugal felicity; 
and where theſe are wanting, no human ties can 
inſure that tenderneſs and affection to which mar- 
riage was only intended to give a ſanction, I 
would therefore adviſe you, PHILETUs, if you 
regard your own happineſs, to embrace the wo- 
man, however poor, who firſt excited your regard, 
who is worthy of your love, and for whom you 


ſeem in providence to be deſigned, 
J have 


T rs 1? 
I have now in-my poſſeſſion a letter that was 
written ſome years ago by a friend of mine, when 
nearly in your circumflances, I will tranſcribe 
part of it for your peruſal and reflection 


I think, my ALETHEA, nay I am certain 
that we mutually unite in heart and ſentiment. 
We alike conſider every particular cireumfſtance, 
and even thoſe the moſt minute, as the effect of 
providence and not of chance, In the word of 
God U read, that * a good wife is from the Lord :* 
to him I ever looked; and, as an anſwer to my 
prayers, I receive my ALETHEA. I view thee 
as his choiceſt earthly gift, and wiſh to make thy 
life more happy, if poſſible, than my own. 


Come, then, let us mutually unite to thank, 
to praiſe, and adore the God of all our mercies. . 
Has his fatherly hand united qur hearts by the 
indiſſoluble bonds of affection and grace; and 
will he not carry us through all oppoſition by the 
ſtrength of his almighty arm ? yes, my ALETHEA, 
he will : let us therefore honor his precious words 
-of promiſe, let us caſt all our cares upon him 
who careth for us, and leave him to undertake 
and manage all things for us agrecably to the 
counſel of his own will, Surely this is our un- 
ſpeakable privilege : yea, the Pſalmiſt ſays, they 
& ; 5 who 
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who know thy name will truſt in thee, for thou, 
— Lord, haſt not forſaken them who ſeek thee, 
Indeed, my ALETHEA, it is our mercy to know 


the truth of this by ſweet experience: we may 
therefore adopt his language and cry, ſing praiſes 
to his holy name, for there is no end of his 
loving kindneſs and tender mercy, We have not, 


it is true, abundance of temporal bleſſings, nor 


is our way likely to be ſo ſmooth and pleaſing 
as might be wiſhed ; but ſurely the conſideration 
of every thing being diſpenſed according to the 
good pleaſure of our loving father, muſt ſilence 


, every murmur, and make us truly thankful for 


what might be called, comparatively, the ſmalleſt 


favor. Indeed we cannot, we have no reaſon to 


diſtruſt his providential goodneſs ; for certainly 
that God who gave himſelf to us in the early 
morning of eternity, will provide all things neceſ- 
fary for our ſupport and comfort in the preſent 


life. What! has he given his dear and only fon 


as a ranſom for our ſouls, and will he not take 


| care of our frail periſhing bodies ? Does he feed 


and provide for the ſparrows of the field? yes: 


then ſurely we muſt be partakers of his bounty, who 
are of much far greater conſequence than they. 


© For our comfort and encouragement it is ſaid, 


they who truſt in the Lord ſhall want no manner 
of 
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of thing that is good: and if this be true, we 
ſurely cannot repine, ſeeing that more or leſs 
than our preſent, mercies would not be for our | 
advantage. That man only is bleſſed who re- 
ceives his daily bread with gratitude and thank- 
fulneſs from the hand of God ; and he who does, 
experiences a pleaſure that exceeds deſcription, 
It is this that gives a reliſh to every repaſt; it is 
this that makes the coarſeſt morſel delicious to 
the taſte ; and it is the want of this that makes 
affluence a burden, inſtcad of a bleſſing to the 
rich, 


© True godlineſs is ſaid to have the promiſe of 
this life as well as of that which is to come, and 
on this infallible word of promiſe I moſt ſtedfaſtiy 
rely. What then ſhall ſeparate our love ? Shall 
the hope of being great and rich in the ſight of 
men, ſtand as a competitor with the pure work- 
ings of diſintereſted and unbiaſſed love? no; that 
be far from us: Better is LIT TIE with the fear 
of God, than great treaſures and trouble there- 
with ; and it rarely happens that abundance is 
without it, To our purpoſe, alſo are the words 
of Solomon; * Better is a dinner of herbs where 
LOVE is, than a ſtalled ox and hatred therewith.” 
The obſervation is exceedingly ſtriking ; for what 
can compenſate the want of love? nothing: the 
| S +," _ 
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| moſt delicious fare without it is inſipid and dif- 


reliſhing ; but with that ſweet ingredient the 
meaneſt repaſt will be ſatisfying, acceptable and 
pleaſing, ' + © Wi 


© Tf ſuch then are the pleaſures reſulting from 
the ties of natural affection, how muſt they be 
heightened where the love of God and Chriſt 
dwells richly in the heart? Why, my ALETHRA, 
this will make yoveRTyY ſmile amidſt adverſity, 
and make the beggar as happy in the poſſeſſion 
of his sckir, as the monarch in his crown ! 
The ſleep of the laboring man is ſweet ; and if 
he toil hard for the bread that periſheth, he has, 


in the midſt of every want, if a follower of Chrift, 


bread to eat that the world knows nothing of. It 
is not ſaid, happy are they who poſſeſs abundance ; 
but happy is the man who findeth wiſdom, which 
is Chriſt, the pearl of great price. In him are 
hid thoſe durable riches and righteouſneſs, the 
merchandize of which is better than that of ſilver, 


and the gain thereof than fine gold. If riches 


could make us happy, we have both an op- 
portunity of being ſettled comfortably in life. 
But alas! theſe are objects unworthy our purſuit, 
what we both diſclaim, and above the influence 
of which, I truſt, we ſhall ever live.“ 


Which 


19 J 
Which was, PHILETUS, indeed the caſe. Al E- 
HEA and my friend were married, and I believe 
at this hour enjoy the fruits attendant on their 
faith. Providence ſmiles upon all their endea- 
vors; and if not bleſſed with the elegancies of 


life, they happily participate of all its comforts 
without being either expoſed to want, or the 
temptations that ſurround the tables of the 
great. That you may follow their example, 
and ſhare the ſame goodneſs, is the unfeigned 
wiſh of a 


Your, Kc. 
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TO PHILETVUS. 


Thy freedom barter'd for a pleaſing chain, 
New cares require a double load of pain. 
Thy tender infants, eloquent to move, 

Call for the duties of paternal love, 
To thee, the wants of thy lov'd conſort call, 
To thee, the father, huſband, friend of all.“ 


FIND you are about to change your ſitu- 
ation, or, as you are pleaſed to expreſs it, 
going to launch your bark upon the ſea of life : 
a ſea, PHILETUs, on which you muſt expect to 
meet with adverſe winds, and ſwelling waves ; 
with numberleſs difficulties and trials that have 
neyer yet diſturbed your moments of repoſe, but 
to which every mariner is expoſed, who has 
courage to embark, and fortitude to brave the 
threatening dangers of the deep. But here I ſhall 
drop the metaphor, and recommend to your notice 
a few plain obſervations that are founded on the 
reaſon and experience of almoſt every age, and 
which, if regarded, may be ſerviceable to your 
future welfare, This I ſhall do with pleaſure, 
becauſe I am perſuaded you will receive inſtruction 
7 with 
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with a degree of ſimplicity equal to my wiſhes, 
Of this I am the more confident, as I know your 
ideas of right and wrong are influenced and di- 
reed by the light of reaſon, and a conſcientious 
regard to thoſe divine precepts intended for the 
direction of our moral conduct, It may be need- 
leſs to aſk, whether you follow the leadings of 
divine providence in the matter that engages your 
attention ? I think no reaſonable man would un- 
dertake any thing without being in ſome degreg 
aſcertained of that, | 


Buſineſs ſeems to be the mean intended for © 
your maintenance and ſupport, And here, - 
LETUs, permit me to obſerve, that 1inDUSTRY 
is the ordinary way to proſperity : indolence will 
clothe a man with rags ; but the hand of the 
diligent maketh rich. The enjoyment of tem- 
poral mercies is ſo cloſely connected with our 
duty in the preſent life, that they are ſcarcely 
ever ſeparated : a conſideration this intended as a 
ſpur to diligence and activity, without which we 
have no right to expect, nor indeed, can we rea- 
ſonably expect the beſtowment of any earthly 
bleſſing. Godlineſs, it is true, is faid to have 
the promiſe of this life as well as of that which 
is to come; but no man in his ſenſes would look 
for the fulfilment of the promiſe, without the 

. Proper 
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proper uſe of means. The Lord hath promiſed, 
that while the earth endures, ſeed time and harveſt 
ſhall never ceaſe : but does the huſbandman ceaſe 
to labor ? no; he tills the ground ; he ſows the 
ſeed in hope; and in the appointed weeks of 
harveſt, the carth teems with renewed bleſſings ; 
he ſees the fulfilment of the promiſe, and receives 
the produce as the fruit of his induſtry and toil, 


But till, iI Erus, you muſt remember, that 
increaſe of worldly ſubſtance is not always atten- 
dant on induſtry. It often happens that the moſt 
unwearied endeavors are not ſucceſsful. One 
man, without either honeſty or diligence, ſhall 
ſoon accumulate a large fortune; another, poſ- 
ſeſſed of both, ſhall riſe up early and ſit up late, 
- and after all ſcarcely be able to procure the ne- 
ceſſaries of life. To account for ſuch a partial 
diſtribution of temporal mercies is what human 
reaſon cannot do: we muſt, therefore, acknow- 
ledge a divine interpoſition ; we muſt patiently 
acquieſce, and ſay with the venerable mother of 
Samuel, * the Lord maketh poor, and maketh 
rich; he bringeth low, and lifteth up ;* for under 
his direction move all the wheels of providence, 


Trade, in all its branches, is precarious and 
uncertain, Public credit is reduced to the loweſt 
Eee; | ebb, 
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ſo corrupt, that villainies of every kind are teu - 
the many needleſs brankruptcies, together with 2 
thouſand other fraudulent expedients that ſtain the 
character of ENGLISH TRADERS. Henee the lux 
ury, the diſſipation, debauchery, and extravagance, 
which diſgrace the man of buſineſs ; and which ate. 
the reigning vices of the preſent ape : hence, alfo, 
much of that penury and diſtreſs which, from every 
quarter, call for the kind interpoſitien of the hu- 
mane and generous---calamities that, when una 
voidable, cannot be too much commiſerated ; but 
which, if known to be the reſult of indolence, 
of extravagance, or of pride, are too apt to check 
the riſings of compaſſion, even when the min 
charity is extended to relieve. 


I believe, PH!LETVs, there are comparatively 
but few bankruptcies that might not have been 
prevented: nine out of ten, perhaps, origimate 
either from that unbounded extravagance fo pre- 
valent in common life, or from a principle, if 
poſſible, ſtill more diſhoneſt, that of 
ſuch effects as are charged to a loſs in trade. The 
truth of the former accuſation is too obvious to 
be diſputed ; and the latter, if not ſo common, 
is nevertheleſs ſupported by the moſt poſitive 
5 proc: 
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proof: witneſs thoſe unhappy ſufferers who have 
unwillingly complied with the requiſitions of the 
penal law, even at the expence of life; and wit- 
neſs the many whoſe conduct affords a preſump- 
tive evidence at leaſt, that they are not more honeſt, 
though more ſucceſsful in the concealment of their 
fraud. It is now very uſual to ſee young perſons 
juſt entered into - buſineſs, furniſhing their table 
with all the delicacies and ſuperfluities of life; 
frequenting places of public entertainment and 
diverſion z purſuing after the moſt trifling amuſe- 
ments with avidity, and ſparing no expence in 
. order to gratify the love of diſſipated pleaſures. 
Neither is it unfrequent to ſee a man, who the 
other day was a bankrupt, carrying on a more 
extenſive trade, moving in a higher ſphere of life, 
and, perhaps, riding in his chariot. How this 
can be done by him who has unreſervedly deli- 
vered up the whole of his effects to a ſet of in- 
jured creditors, is a myſtery I have yet to learn, 
but with which I have not the leaſt deſire to be 
acquainted, 


It is true, that while in the body, we are never 
ſo placed as to be certainly exempted from the 
common caſualties of life ; I will therefore ima- 
gine it poſſible that you may hereafter meet with 
ſuch loſſes in the courſe of trade, as ſhall con- 
= ſiderably 
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NV ſiderably impair your fortune : ſuppoſe, for in- 

ſtance, that you ſhould be fo far reduced as not 
to be able to pay your creditors more than ſiſteen 
ſhillings in the pound; in this caſe what is to be 
done? Some will ſay, venture another year, things 

may come round again, and you may be enabled 
to pay every one his juſt demands: but I ſay, 
PHILETUS, ſtop here; and indeed this ſhould have 
been done before, if your eircumſtances were 
known to be on the decline. In ſuch a dilemma, 
however, ſummon your creditors together; lay 
before them an impartial ſtate of your affairs; 
acquaint them with the expenditure of your mo- 
nies, the profits of your buſineſs, and the loſſes 
that you have unavoidably ſuſtained, I his wil 
give them the higheſt poſſible proof of your inte- 
grity, and perhaps encourage them to riſk their 
property with confidence in your hands, hoping 

that providence may yet imile on your endeavors, 
may yet repair their deficiency, and reward you 
for your induſtry and care, 


This ſtep muſt” be taken, pnteTLsS, if you 
mean to preſerve your honor and reputation in- 
violate in the world. The principles of common 
honeſty demand this at leaſt ; and however ſtrongly 
a contrary practice may be recommended by ex- 
ample, it is highly criminal, and deſerving of z 

D | much 
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much ſeverer puniſhment thar is generally infliQed 


on ſuch public robbers. The reaſonableneſs of 
my advice will appear very obvious, if you con- 
ſider that in till carrying ori your buſineſs, you 
run a very dangerous riſk, not at your own ex- 
pence, but wholly at the expence of thoſe whoſe 
property you poſſeſs, and to whom alone you are 
accountable, To this conſideration add alſo the 
little probability there can be of ſucceſs in ſuch a 
deſperate undertaking, and I am perſuaded you 
will ſee the propriety of my remarks, 


For the preſent, . we will eſtimate your returns 
when in full trade, at fix thouſand a year; but 
by a decreaſe of buſineſs and other occurrences 
you are brought into the ſituation above menti- 
oned: Now, PHILETUSs, if your trade has gra- 
dually declined, what reaſon is there to expect 
that the next year will be more propitious than 
the laſt ? ſuppoſe, however, that your attempt 
ſhould prove as ſucceſsful as your wiſhes, and 
your returns and profits equal to what they once 
were, this would by no means anſwer your preſent 
purpoſe. We have already allowed your returns 
to be fix thouſand a year; we will now ſettle your 
profits at ten per cent. your diſburſements at four 
hundred per annum, and the claims of your cre- 
ditors at three thouſand pounds. Upon this plan, 

| PHILETUS, 
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FHILETUS, you will lay by two hundred a year, 
which is to be reſerved for the diſcharge of your 
debts ; but as there is a deficiency of ſeven hun- 
dred and fifty pounds, the fame uninterrupted ſue- 
ceſs will be requiſite for more than three years, 
before you will be enabled to pay every one his 
Juſt demands. 


| Theſe things are mentioned to excite your 
watchfulneſs and diligence, and are intended as 
a caution againſt the deſigning artitices of deceitful 
men, You will find a uſe for all the wiſdom and 
circumſpection you poſſeſs ; and after all, you may 
perhaps find it difficult to live by the advantages 
of trade, But diſcouraging as this may ſeem, we 
are not on that account to flacken the hands 
of honeſt induſtry, but by aſſiduity and care to 
ſtrengthen them in eyery purſuit that is lawful and 


praiſe-worthy, 


As your fortune is but ſmall, your buſineſs - 
cannct be of equal extent with the opulent in 
trade : be content therefore to move in a narrow 
ſphere, and careful not to exceed ſts limits. To 
aſpire after things beyond your reach, is to expect 
more than you are entitled to, or than reaſon can 


deſire. Remember the declaration of the apoſto- 


lic writer—* They who wiLL be rich, fall into 
D 2 temptation 


l 


temptation and a ſnare, and pierce themſelves 
through with many ſorrows,” Obſervation and 
reflection will eaſily point out the impropriety 
and folly of thoſe who, on their firſt ſetting out 
in life, launch into dangerous and unwarrantable 
extremes. One of conſiderable importance I will 
juſt mention. In the carrying on your buſineſs, 
be content with a houſe and ſuch accommodati- 
ons as are ſuited to the monies you have in trade, 
and the returns you have reaſon to expe, It is 

now a cuſtom with the young beginner, if poſſeſ- 
| ſed of three, four, or five hundred pounds, to 
occupy a houſe, the rent and taxes of which 
require the intereſt of as many thouſands in a way 
of trade. To determine what can induce men 
thus to act is not eaſy, unleſs it be PRIDE, which 
is always envious at the happineſs or ſucceſs of 
others, and which generally overcomes its votaries 
by pleading a' right to privileges and honors equal 
to thoſe whoſe circumſtances in life are extenſive, 
if not affluent, The moſt plauſible excuſe that 
can be urged for occupying a large houſe is, that 
it is a mean of procuring and preſerving trade, 
The attention of ſame perſons, it is poſſible, may 
be attracted by the magnificence of a building ; 
but it is one thing to attract the attention, another 
to attract the pocket; and when men find they 


are likely to pay dear for their love of ELEGANCE, 
, 8 5 they 


the laying on of extravagant profits, or the taking 
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they will very readily relinquiſh the ſplendor of a 
ſhop, and purchaſe the fame commodity where 
it may be had much cheaper, though it may hap- 


pen to be in one of leſs figure, Men of conſi- 


derable property, and of long ſtanding in buſineſs, 
it is certain, may ſupport theſe things with repu- 
tation and propriety ; but the young beginner who 


is deſtitute of both, cannot do it without either 


the intervention of more than ordinary ſucceſs, 


undue advantage of the ignorant and unwary. 


But the evil does not ſtop here, PHILETUS : 

a large magnificent houſe will cut but a poor figure 
if not furniſhed and adorned with embelliſhments 
ſuited to its ſize, The man of trade who is de- 
ſirous of commanding reſpect and cuſtom by the 
figure that he makes in life, .cannot willingly fub- 
mit to be thought what he 1s, but what he 1s 
Nor. To maintain his dignity and grandeur, 
therefore, his company and entertainments are of 
apiece; and if the want of buſineſs be likely to 
diſappoint his ambitious ſchemes; undue methods 
are taken prejudicial to the intereſt of the honeſt 
and induſtrious trader, in order to ſupport his 
credit, his luxury, and his pride, Manufac- 
tures 'are ſold greatly under value, and when 
opportunity ſeryes, their price extended heyond 
| the 
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the limits of juſtice. And thus he goes on from. 
one extravagance and evil to another, until his 
property is waſted, his creditors defrauded, and 


himſelf the pxTY, though deſervedly the contempt 
of every conſiderate and honeſt man, 


If, therefore, you would avoid ſuch unwarrant- 
able and deſperate ſchemes, be content with a 
Houſe and ſuch accommodations as your. buſineſs 
may require. Let your houſhold expences not 
exceed your income, but rather ſtrive to have 
them conſiderably leſs. By this mean you will 
always retain ſomething in hand that may enable 
you to bear the loſſes incident to trade, without 
being materially hurt : but on the other hand, 
a draw-back of that nature may prove fatal to 
your intereſt, unleſs prevented by the intervention 
of more than ordinary ſucces, 


Smuggling, in all its branches, let me intreat 
you carefully to avoid. This evil, however re- 
commended by the practice of men from whom 
we might expect better things, is hurtful to the 
induſtrious and honeſt trader, injurious to the 
intereſts of ſociety, and contraty to the expreſs 
command; of God. Let me alſo adviſe you to 
have but one price in retailing your commodities ; 
from which neyer deviate, unleſs the article is 
| damaged 
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damaged or inferior in quality, By a ſteady uni- 
fbrmity in this practice, you will prevent much 
needleſs altercation behind the counter; and what 
is infinitely preferable, yourſelf from telling thoſe 
falſehoods which are common in a way of trade, 
but which are criminal in the ſight of God. Some 
profeſſed chriſtians there are, indeed, who call 
them by a SOFTER name: but if affirming, 
as is uſually the caſe, that I cannot take a 
farthing leſs than aſked for the article in diſ- 
pute, and afterwards bating perhaps a ſhilling, 
is not emphatically a LIE, I know not what is. 
If, however, they can fairly prove it otherwiſe, 
this muſt be effected by ſome of thoſe logical 
myſteries in trade with which I am unacquainted, ' 
which are unknown in the ſyſtem of ethics, of 
theology, or to him who ſaid, let your commu- 
nication be yea, yea; nay, nay ; for whatſoever 
is more than theſe, cometh of evil.” 


Suppoſe, however, that the practice againſt 
which I am now writing, could be reſcued from 
the poſitive charge of falſehood, this would by 
no means warrant the uſe of it to a follower of 
Chriſt, It is not ſufficient that the chriſtian avoid | 
only the commiſſion of known actual fins ; for 
more is certainly required of him who is com- 
manded to abſtain from all appearance of evil; 
| who 
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who is to ſpeak the truth to his neighbour, and 
ſo to walk that he may be pronounced blameleſs 
and without rebuke in the midft of this crooked 
and perverſe generation. Ciroumſpection in the 
ordering of our ſpeech, is in ſome reſpects, per- 
haps, as neceſfary for the ornament of religion, 
as the outward deportment of our conduct in the 
world; or, at leaſt, as neceſſary for the appro- 
bation of him who, as one expreſſes it, views 
effects in their cauſes and actions in their motives ;” 
or to uſe words ſtill more awful, who hath de- 
clared that every 101 Ef word which men ſhall 
ſpeak, they ſhall give an account thereof in the 


day of judgment. 


- Certainly it muſt be painful to a conſcientious 
man, to be even ſufpected of duplicity ; but the 
cuſtom that I am now exploding, lays a foundation 
for more than ſuſpicion ; for he who practiſes it 
may be juſtly charged with a deviation from truth, 
that was intended to deceive. It is true that men 
who have no pretenſions to religion, may commit 
this evil, and others yet more flagrant, with im- 
punity ; but the man whoſe claims to ſuperior 
fanctity diſtinguiſh him from thoſe who are 
openly irreligious, muſt, if not uncommonly ex- 
emplary in his conduct, expect to feel the laſh 


of cenſure, and in ſuck a caſe, deſervedly the ca- 
lumnies 
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lumnies of a cenſorious world that is ever waiting 

for the halting of God's. Iſrael. He, therefore, 
who is defirous of honoring that goſpel which 
he profeſſes to eſteem, muſt refrain his tongue 
from evil, and his lips that they ſpeak no guile ; 
or, to uſe the words of him who ſpake as never 
man ſpake, muſtlet his light ſo ſhine before men, 
that they may fee his good works, and glorify his 
father who is in heaven. | 


But, PHILETUs, the evil of ſuch a cuſtom is 
not merely perſonal ; the conſequences are felt by 
the community at large, Many perſons, unac- 
quainted with the method of carrying on trade, and 
if they were, have perhaps too much modeſty to 
diſpute the veracity of a man who can look them 
ſeriouſly in the face, and aſſure them on his 
WORD, that he aſks the loweſt price. And in- 
deed, after ſuch a declaration, a man who can 
inſtantly bid him leſs, muſt poſſeſs more aſſurance 
than ſome men have ever experienced. Such per- 
_ ſons are therefore ungenerouſly defrauded of their 
property ; and the mean haggler who would ſkin 
a flint if poſſible, and who thinks he never buys 
a bargain unleſs conſiderably under prime coſt, 
purchaſes the fame article for a ſum conſiderably 


leſs. Let me inform you, however, that if this 
plan is followed, you muſt not expect the cuſtom | 
E of 
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of theſe BAR C AIx-HuN T ERS: for were they to 

incumber your ſhop for a few moments, you would 
| find as much difficulty in convincing them that 
it is poſſible to buy a cheap bargain without abate- 
ment, as in demonſtrating to their ſenſes the 
opacity of the moon, the diameter of the ſun, or 
the ſatellites of Jupiter. By the loſs of their fa- 
yors, PHILETUS, you will receive no other injury 
than what may follow on the tumbling of your 
goods, and the time waſted in anſwering ſuch 
impertinents. As for the more generous and ra- 
tional part of mankind, you may with propriety 
expect to be indulged with their favors. Every 
man is not a proper judge of the article he means 
to purchaſe ; he will therefore be glad to lay out 
his money with the tradeſman on whoſe probity 
he can rely, both for the n and cheapneſs 
of his goods, 


If you wiſh to preſerve your reputation invio- 
late in a way of trade, uniformly keep to this 
practice. Labor alſo to extend your buſineſs, 
not by the faſhionable cuſtom of vis1TING abroad 
and entertaining much company at home, but by 
retailing a commodity of equal yalue with your 
honeſt neighbour, and be content with the ſame 
profits, This will hardly fail of ſuccels. Sup- 
poſe, however, that your buſineſs ſhould not 
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greatly increaſe, will it not be a cornfortable re- 
fletion---that as all your dealings were founded 
upon principles of the ſtricteſt equity and juſtice, 
you have not wronged any man by an illicit prac» 
tice? This being the caſe, your morſel will be 
ſweet ; your repaſt, if not affluent, will be ſatiſ- 
fying and ſuitable, the bread of induſtry, and not 
the ſpoils of diſhoneſty and guile. That I may 
encourage you to perſevere in this honorable 
path of duty, ſuffer me to add, that here virtue 
will meet with a ſuitable reward---You will have 
the gratulations of a peaceful conſcience, ahd the 
united teſtimony of a BETTER JUDGE--- Your 
conduct will bear the ſcrutiny of men, and ſtand 
the trial in another day. * Let religion be incor- 
porated with your lawful employments, and im- 
proved by an attention to the whole courſe of 
providence to you and yours. Nothing is mote 
hurtful to religion, than to confine it to particular 
times and places: I ſhould have rather faid, there 
is not a greater miſtake in religion, than to ima- 
gine that it can be ſo confined. True religion 
will thew its influence in every part of your con- 
duct: it is like the ſap of a living tree, which 
penetrates to the moſt diſtant boughs. In your 
ordinary calling, ſee that you undertake nothing 
but what is lawful in its end; and endeavor to 
accompliſh nothing by any but by lawful means, 
E 2. thas 
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that you may have always the comfort of a eon- 
ſcience void of offence? Nay, you ſhould even 
do more; you ſhould endeayor to act fo ſingle 
and ſincere a part as to be beyond the imputa- 
tion of a fraud, that all who know you may put 
the moſt unbounded confidence in your integrity. 
There are many other calumnies which we may 
naturally expect from a malicious world, and it 
ought to trouble us very little to hear them ; but 
it muſt be extremely diſtreſſing to a good man to 
be but ſuſpected of diſhoneſty.” What, ypHILE Tus, 
would it profit a man, if by the ſecret and dark 
myſteries of trade he gain the whole world, and 
loſe his own ſoul? Would the heaps of his 


diſhoneſt wealth adminiſter conſolation in a Dy1NG 


hour? Would theſe alleviate his horrors in the 


views of a certain and ſwiftly approaching diſſolu- 
tion? No- 


* Now plung'd in ſorrow, and beſieg d with pain, 
He finds too late all earthly riches vain. 
Diſeaſe makes fruitleſs every ſordid fee, 

And death ſtill anſwers - what is 60LD to me?“ 


When the laſt hour ſeems to be approaching, 
all terreſtrial ad / antages are viewed with indiffer - 


ence and he, value that we once ſet upon them 


T . And if the fame 
Tet” thought 


— 
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thought was always predominant, we ſhould them 
find the abſurdity of ſtretching out our arms inceſ- 
ſantly to graſp that which we cannot keep, and 
wearing out. ourſelves in endeavors to add new 
turrets to the fabrick of ambition, when the 
foundation itfelf is faaking, and the nn 
which it ſtands is mouldering away. Set) 


Be therefore ſatisfied with your lot in life: 
godlineſs with contentment is great gain; for a 
little that the righteous hath, is better than the 
riches of many wicked, And if you but ones 
make the trial, you will ſoon be convinced © that 
the foundation of content mult ſpring up in the 
mind; and that he, who has ſo little knowledge 


of human nature, as to ſeek happiueſs by chang- * 


ing any thing, but his own diſpoſitions, will 
waſte his life in fruitleſs efforts, and multiply 'the 
griefs which he purpoſes to remove.” But this 
alleviate of human ſorrows can enable you io dt 
eaſy and perfectly reſigned to the will of God, 
under every diſpenſation of his unerring provi- 
dence: it will alſo prove uſeful to ſuppreſs thoſe, 
murmurings which are too apt to riſe when the 
wicked proſper and flourich, while the righteous 
have ſcarcely bread to eat. Remember it is ſaid 
of ſome---They have their portion in this life 3 
and a bitter one it is, when compared to the 
| happineſs _ 
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happineſs that awaits the righteous in a BETTER 
a country. „ 9-3 , 


You remember, PHILETUs, I have already 
| obſerved, that induſtry is the ordinary way to 


- Proſperity: if, therefore, by diligence in a way 


of trade your riches ſhould increaſe, ſet not your 
heart upon them, leſt © when thou haſt eaten 
and art full, and haſt built goodly houſes and 

dwelt therein ; and when thy herds and thy flocks 
multiply, and thy ſilver and thy gold is multi- 
plied, and all thou haſt is multiplied; then thine 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy 
God, and thou ſay in thy heart, my power and 
the might of mine hand hath gotten me this 
" WEALTH.” When you are lawfully engaged in 
the buſineſſes of life, take heed that your heart 
and affections cleave not to the duſt. It is not 
without good reaſon that we are exhorted to paſs 
the time of our ſojourning in fear; an attach- 
ment to riches, to worldly greatneſs or its 
cares, has a natural tendency to divert the mind 
from better objects; to draw off its attention 
from the one-thing n , and to impede its 
progreſs in the purſuit. of that happineſs which 
only is worth purſuing. Our infirmities in the 
| Preſent life are ſuch, that we are liable to abuſe, 
yea we ſhall certainly abuſe both our privileges 


„ ä 
and mercies, if not prevented by the ageney 
and kind interpoſition of another hand: every 
ſtation in life requires, beſides the aids of divine 
grace, the utmoſt watchfulneſs, vigilance, and 
prayer, in order to balance that vitioſity of na- 
ture, that propenſity to- evil which is entailed 
upon the human race, and from which none ever 
were exempted who were the natural deſcendants 


of our original and degenerate vine, 


Were it lawful and becoming in man to chuſe 
his circumſtances iri life, a mediocrity would per- 
haps be the moſt uſeful, and the freeſt from temp- 
tation, though notwithſtanding theſe advantages 
ſome might think it not the moſt deſirable. Opu- 
lence may tempt us to diſſipation, indolence, 
ſenſuality, and total forgetfulneſs of God ; Po- 
verty, to envy, falſchood, diſhoneſty, - perjury, 
Let us therefore ſay with Agur, * give me neither 
poverty nor riches, feed me with food convenient 
for me: leſt I be full and deny thee, and ſay, 
who is the Lord ? or be poor, and ſteal, and take 
the name of my God in vain.“ But even thoſe 
chriſtians, II Er UH who move in this middle 
ſphere, have their ſorrows and their joys ; they 
feel ſome degree of pain, ſome proportionable 
meaſure of anxiety and care ; they taſte a bitter 

mixed 
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mixed with every ſweet, and they find a faithful 
monitor within, who tells them that the earth 
js not their PORTION, was not given as their 
REST, nor intended as their nou. 


Jam, 


Your, &c. 
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L E TT ER III. 
TO PHILETUS. 


* 

Men of the world this doctrine ill digeſt; 

They ſmile at piety, yet boaſt aloud 

Good-wiil to man; nor know they ſtrive to part 
What nature joins, and thus confute themſelves, 


YOUNG; 


AM now about writing to you on a ſubje& 
I that is little thought of in the world, con- 
ſequently not regarded; I mean FAMILY won 
SHIP : a ſervice ſo reaſonable, PHILETUs,. I would 
have you perform morning and evening, For 
this purpoſe ſet apart a few moments in order 
to prevent its interfering with your lawful buſi- 
neſs : the time to be ſpent in that devout exerciſe 
muſt be left intirely to your own prudence and 
diſcretion, To lay down à rule for general prac- 
tice, where the circumſtances and engagements 
of individuals are fo various, is altogether im- 
practicable. The oracles of God leave this matter 
wholly undetermined ; there being no divine 
injunction for the time to be ſpent in that ſervice, 
though the practice of it is clearly revealed, It 

| F | may 
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may be needful to obſerve, however, that care 
ſhould be taken to prevent any inconvenience 
ariſing either from the length or ſhortneſs of time 
ſet apart for the performance of ſo reaſonable a 


duty. | 


In ſcripture, | honorable mention is made of 
family worſhip in commendation of faithful apr A- 
HAM: I know, faith the Lord, that he will 
command his children, and his houſehold after 
him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord.“ 
In this practice alſo lived the venerable josguA: 
after a review of the many deliverances God had 
wrought, he ſays to the children of Iſrael, if 
it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe 
ye this day whom ye will ſerve; but as for me 
and my houſe we will ſerve the Lord. After his 

example copied holy DAVID: having finiſhed 
the various ſervices of the day, in which he 
publicly acknowledged and teſtified the inter po- 
ſition of divine goodneſs, he retired from the 
world, and returned to bleſs his houſehold.“ 
And in another place, in order to demonſtrate 
his love of prayer, he cries, © ſeven times a day 
do I praiſe thee, becauſe of thy righteous judg- 
ments.* Jos alſo, who is ſo juſtly admired and 
_ commended for his patience, * roſe early in the 
morning to offer in his family the facrifice of 

praiſe,” 


- 
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praiſe,” This, it is ſaid, be dd n 
Nor muſt we forget the pious example of the 
prophet DANIEL, whoſe 3 of praiſe 
breathe the ſincere and ſervent language of exalted 
piety. The devout coRNEL1vs likewiſe furniſhes 
us with an example of family worſhip, and alſo 
with a diſplay of the ſucceſs with which it was 
atttended : the petitions that ſprang from his 
heart aſcended up as a memorial before God, and 
though imperfect, were accepted. Now, PHILE- 
Tus, if illuſtrious examples had the ſame force 
in religion as in matters of little moment, how 
ready we ſhould be to tread. in the ſteps of theſe 
great and pious men ; but alas ! here we muſt 
lament to ſee their vicss imitated, not their 
VIRTUES, I hope, however, it is otherwiſe with 
you ; I truſt you are determined -to worſhip the 
ſame God, and after their example. 


It is likely you may meet with great oppoſition. 
and diſcouragement in the undertaking ; but to 


him who is animated with a view of obtaining 


approbation from the ſovereign of the univerſe, 
no difficulty ſhould ſeem inſurmountable.“ It is 
true that the world in which we now live, ſeem 


to think family worſhip the produce of à diſor- 
dered brain, rather than the genuine offspring 


of reaſon and religion: but ſuch, reflections will 
F 3 have 
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* no . with the conkiderate man : if he 
reaſons about the matter, he will ſhew the neceſſity 
and propriety of performing this important duty, 
and then ſay to his oppoſers, © whether it is right 
to pleaſe God or man, judge ye.” He will con- 
ſcientiouſly perſevere in the path of duty, giving 
thanks always for all things, knowing this to be 
the will of God concerning him. 


The reaſonableneſs of family worſhip will ap- 
pear very obvious from a conſideration of our un- 
ceaſing obligations to God, as our maker, pre- 

ſerver, and benefactor, It is in him we live, 
and move, and have our being; to him we are 
zndebted for every mercy that we enjoy; from him 
we receive all that we have; and becauſe of him 
we are what we are, If we are bleſſed with health, 
with ſtrength, or with riches, they are his gifts; 
of which he can deprive us at pleaſufe, and with 
equal juſtice and propriety ſet us upon the dung- 
hill with the BEGGAR, Theſe certainly are truths 
that muſt at once ſtrike the mind of every con- 
fiderate man, and which the moſt abandoned and 
| profane cannot be hardy enough, when ſerious, 
to deny, How, then, ought every teſtimony of 
God's goodneſs to excite our love, our gratitude 
and praiſe! The ſmalleſt temporal advantage is a 
bleſſing to which we have no title: if we have 


[4] „ 
food and raiment they are infinitely mote than v9 
deſerve, for in many things we offend all. 


Why, PHILETVs, are we commanded to pray 
Give us this day our daily bread, if not to teach 
us, among other things, our daily dependence 
upon God as the diſpenſer of all our temporal 
bleſſings? Our various wants return with the 
morning; and to whom ſhould we look but to 
him who is able to ſupply them ? We need his 


direction through the perplexities and difficulties ' 


of every day; and without his bjeſſing and ſup- 
port, we can effect nothing to any, valuable pur- 
pole, In the evening we ſeek reſt in v > unleſs 
he give ſlumber to the eye-lids, and to the 
eyes: and as theſe are wants common to every 
family, and what all its members conſtantly ex- 
perience, they ought certainly to unit: in Tuppli- 
cating the ſame divine goodneſs, and alſo in 
returning thanks for the mercies of which they 
have all jointly been partakers, 


| Under the ceremonial law, family worſhip was 


perhaps ſet forth, among other things, by the 
lambs that were ſlain every morning and evening. 
And indeed the ſervice is ſo reaſonable in itſelf, 
and calculated to anſwer ſuch valuable purpoſes, 


5 . 
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that no man can give a ſatisfactory anſwer for 
living in the neglect of it. Surely we ought 
ſtatedly to retire, and make ſome acknowledge- 
ments for our daily mercies. Some ſuſpenſion 
of common affairs, ſome pauſe of temporal pain 
and pleaſure, is ſurely neceſſary to him who de- 
liberates for eternity, who is forming the only 
plan in which miſcarriage cannot be repaired, 
and examining the only queſtion in which a 
miſtake cannot be rectiſied.?“ Were we to receive 
a charitable donation at the hand of ſome humane 
earthly friend, I fancy we ſhould be ready to 
make every acknowledgement in our power ; we 
ſhould "fee! ſome pain in recollecting hut one 
opporturity where we might have ſhewn our 
thankfulneſs and gratitude, but which was then 
neglected or forgotten: and if we pretend to be 
ſenfible of our obligations to that FRIEND who 
ſticketh cloſer than a brother, who giveth all 
things liberally without upbraiding, by what ſhall 
we demonſtrate the fincerity of our pretenſions, 
if not by yielding that obedience we acknowledge 
to be due, and which the preſent ſtate of our ex- 
iſtence renders both our privilege and. our duty, 


If then, emILETUs, the neglect of family wor- 


ſhip cannot be vindicated in the openly profane, 
how 


CF. 

how can it be excuſed or countenanced in the 
profeſſed chriſtian ? he muſt experience a double 
tie for the performance of this relative and ſocial 
duty. Beſides the providential favors of which all 
men are undeſervedly partakers, he receives 2 
meaſure of thoſe ſpiritual ſupplies that are infinitely 
ſuperior, that are loſt in compariſon with the 
ſublimeſt earthly good: he ſhould therefore cer 
tainly be exemplary in piety ; he ſhould think it 
his meat and drink to do the will of his heavenly 
Father; and eſpecially when he conſiders that his 
ſeparating himſelf from the corrupt, converſation, 
amuſements, and company of the world, be- 
ſpeaks in him a love of more laſting and refined 
pleaſures. By his own. voluntary ſecluſion he 
tacitly condemns the ſinful. cuſtoms and manners 
of the times, and ſets himſelf up as a reprover of 
their ways, and as a pattern for them-to imitate: 
but if he lives in the negle& of family worſhip, 
the omiſſion. of which is reprehenſible in them, 
where is the propriety of his conduct, and how 
are we to diſtinguiſh between the ſincere chriſtian 
and the merely nominal profefſor? It is poſſible 
they may be equally upright in their dealings 
among men, thbugh from different motives ; 
but as theſe motives are hidden from us, we muſt 
judge of their religion, integrity, and morals, by 
their deportment in the world, the family, and 

the 
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the church n mhich they both repeatively 


belong. 
There are men who never felt the conſtraining 


power and efficacy of divine love, who are ſtrictly 


honeſt in their dealings, exemplary in their family, 
and outwardly moral in their conduct. Such 
perhaps were ſome of the Phariſees mentioned in 
ſcripture, and ſuch once was the perſecuting 
SAUL. If then it is poſſible for a man under the 
influence of moral principles to appear unblame- 
able in the management of his civil, his relative, 
and ſocial duties, it is abſolutely nzces8Ary for 
the credit of religion, that one under the influ- 
ence of GRACE ſhould be at leaſt EQUALLY ex- 
emplary in every part of his conduct; but if he 
lives in the neglect of family worſhip, it is not 
ee how this can poſſibly be done. 


ba OE CEE obſerved by the Proteſtant Diſſenters, if 
they {fill retain that primitive diſcipline they pretend to follow, 
and which was conſtantly practiſed in the apoſtolic times, is 
happily adapted to promote family worſhip. The continua! 
neglect of this in any one of their members would, I ſuppoſe, 
be thought a ſufficient, and indeed a very juſt reaſon for ex- 
cluding him from their fellowſhip and ſociety, But is that 
reſpectable body thus exemplary in church diſcipline? If my 
information is true, they are not,—Alas ! © How is the gold 
become dim ; how is the moſt fine gold changed !* 


It 
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11 is true, he may be regular and devout” in his 
attendance on the duties of the cloſet, ' and may 
eſteem it his privilege and duty: but attendance 
on the cloſet is only a part, and perhaps a ſmall 
part of the chriſtian's duty, who is exhorted to 
let his light fo ſhine BEFoRE MEN, that they may 
ſee his good works, and glorify his father who is 
in heaven. f he neglects family prayer, how 
is he obedient to the word of God? and how 
can he be pronounced blameleſs, or without 
rebuke, in the midſt of this crogked and perverſe 
generation ? . 
There are alſo men without the advantages of 
grace, who are regular in performing the du- 
ties of the cloſet, as well as thoſe of the family: 
but then they act under the influence of motives 
widely different from the ſincere chriſtian, and 
their prayers, as they have reſpect to God, meet 
with different ſucceſs ; but as they reſpect a man's 
religious and moral character in the world, they 
are the ſame in both, The world is not a pro- 
per judge either of a man's ſincerity ox ſpirituality 
in any part of divine worſhip, nor can it eaſily diſ- 
cern the ſprings of action; that muſt be left to 
the deciſion of him who ſearcheth the reins, and 
trieth the hearts of the children of men; but it 
js a competent judge of his outward deportraent, 
| | G  "_ 
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and as that is, will either cenſure or approve, If, 
therefore, a man from natural principles, under 
a divine reſtraint, is exemplary in every part of 
his conduct, and the man of GRACE fail in that 
of family worſhip, the former, let him act from 
what principles he may, does more credit . to 
religion, lives a brighter character in the world, 
and is a better member of ſociety, 


Indeed, rhilkrus, it is ſomething ſtrange 
that men who have experienced the power of 
divine grace, ſhould need to be exhorted to per- 
form ſo reaſonable a ſervice. That there are 
profeſſing chriſtians of this character, is a truth 
too obvious to be diſputed: as to the ſincerity 
of their religious pretenſions, it is certain we may 
be deceived; and however charitable we are in 
thinking favorably of their future welfare, we 
ſhould be careful not to extend our charity ſo far 
as either to extenuate or countenance their faults, 
The omiſſion of any part of known duty is moſt 
aſſuredly an aggravation of our guilt ; and if it 

be poſſible for a ſincere chriſtian to live habitually 
in ſuch a practice, his- conſcience muſt be faſt 
aſleep, and he may reſt aſſured that when it is 
once rouſed, it will ſeverely ſcourge him for hig 
TRE u RHOARRS 
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Neglect 
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Neglect of any ſpiritual duty ariſes from a 
declenſion of religion in the ſoul, Were we to 


live more under the ſenſible enjoyment of divine 
love, we ſhould be more active, vigorous, and 
ſteady in the performance of every divine precept 
or command. The ways of God would not 
then appear either burthenſome or grievous, but 
as they truly are, ways of pleaſantneſs and paths 
of peace, When the oil of grace actuates the 
foul, the wheels of obedience move with cele- 
rity ; -but when this is wanting, every duty, if 
not neglected, will be indifferently performed. 
If chriſtians, therefore, are not ſpiritual in their 
converſation, unreſerved in their obedience to 
the commands of God, and active in the per- 
formance of every duty, it is evident their fouls 
are barren, and their profeſſion, however ſpe- 
cious, is dwindled into form. Such men, pH1- 
LETUs, are no ornament, but a diſcredit to re- 
ligion ; and if they are ſaved at laſt, it will be 
as the apoſtle expreſſes it, by fire. Circumſpec- 
tion was perhaps never more neceſſary than in the 
preſent age, in order to guard againſt an evil fo 
prevalent and common in the chriſtian world, 
It is certain that the moſt diligent attendance on 
the duties of religion can neither MERIT nor 
COMMAND any bleſſing; but it is equally certain 
that every ſpiritual, and even temporal mercy 

62 is 
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is communicated not by the neglect, but by the 
| uſe of means To uſe theſe means is the duty, 


the work, and privilege of man; to convey 2 
| blefſing---the work and prerogative of God, 


| Let me hands: add to the conſideration of 
temporal bleſſings, the honor of religion, and 
your reputation in the chriſtian life, the ſpiritual 
mercies you have perſonally experienced. The 
* conſideration of theſe things muſt certainly pro- 
duce the happieſt effects, and create a ſolid plea- 
ſure in your own breaſt that exceeds deſcription, 
The joy, PHILETUs, that we feel upon a re- 
view of paſt divine goodneſs, is more than hu- 
man : it is of the ſame kind, though different 
in degree, with that which thoſe happy ſouls 
experience who have exchanged a life of pRAYER, 
for an eternal life of uninterrupted and nn 
PRAISE ! 4 


In prayer, which is the breath of ſpiritual life, 
vue ſupplicate the throne of grace; we adore the 
wiſdom, the goodneſs, and beneficence of our 
heavenly father. In this way of privilege. and 
duty we find the fulfilment of that promiſe, © thoſe 
who honor me, I will honor ;* and at the. ſame 
time we feel and acknowledge it is juſt that any 
who are otherwiſe minded, * ſhould be lightly 
5 ; eſteemed. 
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eſteemed.” The performance of family wor- 
| ſhip, ruunzrus, may be attended with the 
| happieſt effects: your example will ſpeak loudly x 
to all who are around you, and recommend the 
religion you profeſs to follow and eſteem. If, 
in the courſe of divine providence, you ſhould be 
bleſſed with children, it is likely, they may be 
benefited as well by this as any other act of your 
exemplary piety. Your ſervants alſo, who will not 
be forgotten in your petitions, may be gainers by 
ſuch a conduct: every exhortation intended © 
promote either their preſent or their future welfare, 
may be given with peculiar propriety and advan- 
tage in theſe ſerious moments of retirement : the 
ſolemnity of the occaſion will add double force to 
every remark ; will moſt likely engage their at- 
tention, and perhaps leave an impreſſion on the 
mind, that neither the levity of youth, the 
corruption of human nature, the allurements of 
the world, nor even time itſelf can effeQtually 
obliterate, But the maſter of a family who ne- 
glects this important ſervice, can have none of 
' theſe advantages; nay, if he acts conſiſtent with 
his own practice, he cannot even urge them to 
perform any ſpiritual duty whatever; for he muſt 
be ſenſible that admonitions, however warm, ſuit- 
able, and preſſing, loſe much of their force, if 
not recommended by example. Por this reaſon, 
every 
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| every maſter of a family © ſhould conſider him- 
- ſelf as intereſted, not only with his own conduct, 
but with that of others ; and as accountable, not 
only for duties which he neglects, or the crimes 
that he commits, but for that negligence and irre- 
gularity which he may encourage or inculcate.” 
If, on the other hand, they ſee you daily earneſtly 
devoted to God in prayer both on your own and 
© on their behalf, they muſt think there is a reality 
in religion, a ſomething more than the world 
generally imagine, or perhaps than they them- 
ſelves have ever yet experienced. Fhe mani- 
feſtation of your concern for their immortal part 
may alſo induce them to examine the propriety 
of yaur remarks; may be inſtrumental in the 1 
converſion of their ſouls, and conſequently 
have a tendency to promote both their preſent 
and everlaſting happineſs. But if after every en- 
deavor you ſhould meet with a diſappointment, 
your kind interpoſition will probably ſecure you „ 
their eſteem, which they will on every occaſion 
demonſtrate by a faithful diſcharge of thoſe ſer- 
vices in which they may be reſpectively employ- 
ed. By theſe means therefore you will preſerve 
order, harmony, and reſ pect, and moſt likely 
prevent many of thoſe diſquietudes that are ſub- 
verſive of all ſocial happineſs, and which are too 
common in domeſtic life, | 


Let 


) 
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Let your morning facrifice, therefore, ſtatedly 


aſcend as a ſincere token of the gratitude you feel 


for the mercies of another night; and your even- 
ing devotion as a renewed teſtimony of the ſenſe 
you have of God's kind protection and goodnels 
through the viciſſitudes of another day. In fo 
doing, you will experience a delight and pleaſure 
that will induce you to perſevere in the midſt 
of ſurrounding oppoſition ; and it is this pleaſure, 
PHILETUS, that will ſtrengthen and ſupport you 
under many of the trials you muſt expect to meet 
with, in civil, in domeſtic, and religious life. It is 
this that will make the moſt preſling difficulties 
appear comparatively light; and if they are ſet in 
competition with the many ſpiritual bleſſings with 
which you are indulged, they will dwindle into 
nothing. In a word, the peace and tranquillity of 
mind ariſing from the practice of this duty exceeds 


_ deſcription---T hoſe, therefore, who are defirous 


of enjoying them, - muſt relinquiſh the force of 
language, and ſolicit the * aids of . 
ex — | 


Before I conclude, pn1LETvs, I will tranſcribe 
for your peruſal a few lines written on the 'preſent 
ſubject by a very learned and judicious author, 
Let me exhort you, ſays he, to be careful and 
conſcientious in family government and inſtruc» 


* . 
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tion. How inexcuſable are thoſe parents and 
maſters, who ſuffer their children and ſervants 
to periſh for lack of knowledge ? What unſpeak- 
able advantages do you enjoy, having all the 
force of natural affection, as well as natural au- 
thority, to give your inſtructions weight? How 
many have remembered, with pious gratitude, 

through a whole life, the benefit they have re- 
ceived from family inſtruction and EXAMPLE ? 
I know I ſpeak to many who are accountable to 
God for this mercy ; how ſhall you anſwer it 
then, if you do not give the ſame advantage to 
your own families? And how ſhall they anſwer 
to God, think you, who have baniſhed the 
worſhip of God from the families in which they 
found it? One would think the lifeleſs walls and 
furniture of your chambers might be awakening 
monitors. There is the greateſt mutual influence 
between FAMILY and PERSONAL religion, PRR- 
SONAL religion is the foundation of all family 
and relative duties. It would be ſpeaking to the 
deaf to perſuade any to watch over the ſouls of 
others, who have no concern for their own, 
But wherever there is a deep impreſſion of the 
importance of eternity for ourſelves, this will 
naturally and neceſſarily ſet before us its impor- 
tance with reſpect to all that are dear to us. On 
the other hand, for the ſame reaſon, family re- 
ligion 


(9 1 
ligion is one of the beſt and ſureſt evidences of 
the REALITY and the ſtrength of perſonal reli- 
gion. It is ſometimes obſerved, that ſome very 
P10Us perſons are extremely defective in this par- 
ticular ; and take little care of the inſtruction, 
and ſtill leſs of the government of their children. 
If they are TRULY pious, it is a very great blemiſh 
upon their piety. However, for my own part I 
confeſs, I do very much ſuſpe& the s1xnczrITY 
of religion in thoſe who are remarkably negligent 
in this particular, let them profeſs as much as 
they will, I know that pious perſons, from the 
weakneſs of their own judgment, will be guilty 
of great imprudence in the manner of family in- 
ſtrugtion, and from an abſolute incapacity, may 
not be able to preſerve their authority; but I 
cannot eaſily reconcile with TRUE piety, the 
abſolute neglect of either the one or the other, 


1 muſt add, that I take family religion, and the 
careful diſcharge of relative duties, to be an ex- 
cellent mean of the growth of religion in a man's 
own ſoul, How can any perſon bend his knees 
in prayer every day with his family, but it muſt 
be a powerful reſtraint upon him from the in- 
dulgence of any fin which is viſible to them ? 
Will ſuch a perſon, think you, dare to indulge 
himſelf in anger, or chuſe to be ſeen by them, 

WE when 
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when he comes home ſtaggering with drunken- 
neſs, unfit to perform any duty, or ready to fin 
ſtill more by the manner of performance? When 
I figure to myſelf a maſter of a family, who had 
come home ſotted like a beaſt, and half-fup- 
ported to his houſe, riſing in the morning, I am 
not able to conceive how he can bear the looks 
of thoſe members of his family who had been 
witneſſes of his ſhame. But, beſides being a 
reſtraint from groſs crimes, I cannot help ſaying 
that, ſpeaking of the things of God with tlie 
concern of a parent or the humanity of a maſter, 
muſt give a ſolemnity of ſpirit, and a ſenſe of 
their moment, even greater than before, A man 
cannot ſpeak to purpoſe without feeling what 
he fays; and the new impreſſion will certainly 
leave behind it a laſting effect. Let nie a 08 
earneſtly recommend to you the faithful diſcliarge 
and careful management of family duties, as you 
regard the glory of God, the intereſt of the 
church, the advantage of your poſterity, and 
your own final acceptance in the day of judgment. 


I am, 


LETTER 
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* 


TO ELOISA. 


To whom thus Eve 
My Author and Diſpoſer, what thou bidſt 
Vnargued I obey; ſo God ordains; 

God is thy law, thou mine: to know no more 

Is woman's happiclt knowledge and her praiſe. 

| f MILTON, 


HROUGH the good providence of God 

you are at length united to a man, who I 
am perſuaded will think it the buſineſs of his life 
to make you comfortable and happy. In return, 
much is wanted on your part. His love, which 
is in every reſpect diſintereſted and pure, deſerves 
the warmeſt reception and the ftrongeſt encou- 
ragement : if that be once damped, your hap- 
pineſs will gradually decline, and either leave 
you completely miſerable, or loſt to all the tender 
feelings of the human heart, To prevent this 
ſhould be your daily ſtudy, and to preſerve it 


inviolate your happieſt employ---A taſk not grie- ö | 


vous, ELOIsA, but acceptable and pleaſing, when 
the wheels of duty are actuated by a principle 
of * and undiſſembled love: indeed, under 

H 2 * that 


* 


1, 


that of love may be comprized every other duty; 
without it none are performed aright : when un- 
der its influence, we obey with pleaſure; but if 
this be wanting, the feet move ſlowly in the paths 
of duty, and the beſt ſervices, if not neglected, 
are indifferently performed. 


For the propriety of my remarks, and the ne 
ceſſity of ſuch a regard to his and your own hap- 
pineſs, I appeal to yourſelf, Conſiderations of 
this nature, though of the laſt importance, are, 
I know, but little regarded by thoſe who enter 
into the marriage ſtate. It frequently happens 
that both parties think all is done, and their 
happineſs effectually ſecured, when the ceremony 
is performed. But alas ! how very oppoſite this 
to the ſad experience of thouſands who ſoon find 


_- themſelves ſhamefully diſappointed, and perhaps 
unable to retrieve their loſs even by a future 


conduct the molt exemplary and reſpectful. That 

aſſiduity to pleaſe before marriage which ſeemed 

eaſy and familiar, is equally neceſſary to preſerve 

tte love of which it is the bond, after the con- 
ſummation of that ſocial rite, 


| Having therefore obtained the object of your 
wiſhes, the next inquiry is how to preſerve his 
love, and make him happy, During the time 

. | of 
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it i 
friendly before marriage, 

intercourſe . 
2 to ſuppoſe that e, 1 
ps lawful expedient to engage —_— a 
IP yourſelf to his eſteem, — 
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pleaſure But after marriage, 
was to PLEASE. ut's arri 
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2 thought a further regard 22 
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inſeparable from a more ſtrong, a more laſting, 
and indiſſoluble alliance. But do either of them 
expect poſſeſſion to abridge their pleaſures ? no; 
a diſappointment fo oppoſite to their preſent feel- 
ings is what neither can deſire, and perhaps what 
they never once ſuſpected. Were we indeed mi- 
nutely to examine the conduct of mankind in 
general after marriage, we might eafily diſcover 
ſome abatement of affection, ſome ſuſpenſion of 
regard, and perhaps but little of that tender 
officiouſneſs which was once diſplayed on the 
moſt frivolous occaſions ; the ſprings of love ſeem 
weakened by poſſeſſion; and what was once 
thought moſt dear and valuable, is now but lightly 
eſteemed, or it may be, not regarded. In the 
acquiſition of either a virtuous huſband or a wife, 
it is perhaps more difficult to account for ſuch a 
diminution of eſteem than in the poſſeſſion of any 
thing elſe whatever: there is the ſame object that 
gave being to deſire; an endearing and an in- 
ſeparable alliance ; a mutual circulation of offices 
the moſt ſalutary and engaging ; and one would 
think, every thing that is calculated to promote the 
molt ſubſtantial happineſs. Probably it is moſt 
natural for us to prize what is fartheſt from our 
reach : diſtance may increaſe our anxiety, may 
ſtamp immoderate value on an object, and poſ- 
ſeſſion leſſen it in our eſtimation and regard. 


Indeed 
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Indeed it is certain that * the pleaſure of expecting 
enjoyment, is often greater than that of obtaining 
t, and the completion of almoſt every wiſh is 
found a diſappointment,” And this will be eafily 
accounted for if we reflect that © the deſires of 
mankind are much more numerous than their 
attainments, and the capacity of imagination much 
larger than actual fruition,” Every man is born 
mto the world an heir to diſappointments that he 
cannot elude, and from feeling the pain of which 
he is not able to exempt himſelf by either aftifice 
or care. He feels himſelf the ſubje& of appetites 
that he cannot gratify, of paſſions that he cannot 
conquer, and of defires that he can neither com- 
perifate nor deſtroy. The acquiſition of the moſt 
pleaſing ſublunary advantage affords him but 4 
temporary joy that is either loſt or forgotten by 
poſſeſſion ; and as his deſires after happineſs are 
rather augmented than diminiſhed, other ſources 
of felicity are immediately thought of, and no 
expedient left untried for obtaining them. Hence 
that love of novelty which, in all its forms, is ſo 
pleafirig to the human mind: the eye is never 
ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the ear with hearing; 
and ſo long as the mind can be amuſed with va» 
riety, there is little fear of ſatiety. or diſguſt, 
Every new object is purſued with avidity till fami- 
TIO e liarized 
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fiarized by cuſtom ; and as that familiarity increaſes, 
it generally leſſens in our eſteem. In this we too 
much reſemble children who, if but a feather be 
preſented to their view at ſome diſtance, ſeem en- 
raptured with delight : increaſe that diſtance and 
you ſtrengthen their defires ; you make them 
more importunate, more reſtleſs, and raiſe a paſ- 
ſion which nothing can then gratify but poſſeſſion. 
Indulge, for a moment, thoſe infant ſolicitants, 
and they a-while admire with eeſtaſy the beloved 
object; but alas! neither the ſoftneſs of its 
touch, the ſtructure of its plumes, nor the rich 
variety of its colors can long ſecure their attention 
and regard : the downy captive is ſoon treated 
with indifference, is thrown aſide with diſguſt, 
and thoſe charms that were once — 

now neglected or 8 


Thus, EL018A, time and 1 too fre- 
quently diminiſh our attachment to thoſe objects 
that were once moſt valued, to enjoy which no 
difficulties were thought inſurmountable, no trials 
too great, and no pain too ſevere. Such, alſo, 
is the tenure by which we hold all terreſtrial hap- 
pineſs, and ſuch the inſtability of all human 
ceſtimation; and though the ties of conjugal 

affection are calculated to promote, as well as to 


5 oh 
ſecure the moſt permanent felicity, Yet many, 
it is to be feared, have juſt reaſon to exclains 
with CLOE, 


1 
T - 


< Once to prevent my wiſhes pK1Lo flew ; 
Hut Time that alters all; has alter'd you.” 


After marriage, however, it ſhould be otherwiſe ; 
and if ſome allowance muſt be made for a change 
in the feelings and rapturous fallies of an enthu- 
faſt in love, the ſame licence cannot be extended 
perhaps with ſafety to the more diſpaſſionate and 
wiſe, Few diſquietudes occur in families that might 
not have been eaſily prevented : and thoſe fo pre- 
valent ariſe generally from a want of ſuch mutual 
endearments as are eſſential to the preſervation of 
nuptial happineſs, and which ſhould never be 
neglected nor forgotten.----That unwearied ſoli- 
citude to pleaſe, which was once the effect of 
choice, is now their DUTY, and ſhould be their 
PLEASURE, In this, ELo18A, I am well per- 
ſuaded we agree; nor can I think you wanting 
either in duty or affection: yet I with to apprize 
you of ſome errors that are common in the world, 
that are often deſtructive of true happineſs, and 
that frequently occur in the marriage life. 


I By 


AM 
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By marrying you have committed yourſelf 0 
the care and management of one whoſe province 
is direction and government: the duty on your 
part therefore is ſubjection and obedience “. 


Agreeably to which is the apoſtolic command, 


Wives, ſubmit yourſelves unto your own huſ- 
bands, as unto the Lord ; for the huſband is 
When this letter was firſt publiſhed, I was informed that 
ſome ladies thought the author rather too ſevere in his remarks, 


Since that time I have carefully examined every ſentence in 


order to detect, if poſſible, any unwarrantable expreſſions that 
in the hurry of writing might have eſcaped my notice : but 
after the moſt diligent ſearch, I found nothing that appeared 
exceptionable. Thoſe ladies were not perhaps ſerious in their 


cenſures; for I can ſcarcely think it poſſible to find a MOTHER, 


if ſhe is not as immoral and unchaſte in her inſtructions as 
LoRD CHESTERFIELD, who would not at once ſee the pro- 


priety of my remarks, and, if her daughter was marriageable, 


the neceſſity of recommending the practice of them as the moſt 
likely means of preſerving domeſtic happineſs. If, however, 


through the weakneſs of my own judgment, or a ſuperficial 


knowledge of mankind, T have advanced any thing contrary 
to the dictates of ſcripture, of reaſon, or of experience, I ſhall, 
upon a full conyiftion of my error, moſt cheerfully retra&t 
what may either affe& the delicacy or judgment of the reader. 
For this purpoſe I now appeal to the candid public as my Ax- 


'BITERS, and alſo once more to the underſtandings of thoſe 
ladies who on a curſory reading perhaps miſtook my meaning, 


or rather, to whom my remarks were not ſufficiently intelli- 


gible „ 
the 
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the head of the wife, even as Chriſt is head of 
the church. With this truth coincides experience; 
for by an unalterable inſtin& in nature, the wife, - 
as the weaker veſſel, cleaves to her huſband, and 
expects from him both aſſiſtance and advice. And 
here, my friend, you will enjoy a privilege that 
few experience. PHILETUs is a man bleſt with 
too much good ſenſe ever to impoſe what is un- 
reaſonable ; and his love too great to enforce any 
thing but what conſcience urges as a duty, and 
demonſtrates to be right and neceſſary, Such 
an exemption from the rigor of that delegated 
power which is committed to the huſband, as 
the head of the wife, is, in the preſent age, of 
great price ; there are but few who rule without 
abuſing their authority: ſuch a peculiar advantage 
ſhould therefore heighten your eſteem, ſhould 
be a ſpur to diligence, and ſhould raiſe a con- 
tinual deſire of adding to your own Epp by 
increaſing his. | 


To effect this, xLonsA, let your conduct be 
_ exemplary and conſiſtent, and your carnage eaſy, 
affable, and kind. Order and harmony are ef- 
ſential to happineſs; and where theſe are want- 
ing, every enjoyment muſt be leſſened, becauſe 
its duratjon is uncertain. RESERVE is perhaps 

one of the greateſt evils attendant on the marriage 
12 life; 
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Be : if it be once encouraged, it will eat like a 
canker into the very heart of all your comforts, 
and leave you without even the appearance of 
felicity, Much of your happineſs depends on 
this; ſtudy therefore to avoid it by a conduct 
that ſhall evidence the moſt endearing familiarity, 
openneſs, and candor, If your huſband ſhould 
have juſt reaſon to complain of a want of theſe 
_ teſtimonies of your regard, his happineſs, if not 
deſtroyed, will be conſiderably diminiſhed ; and 
whenever this happens he will ſoon ſuſpect your 
affection, then your faithfulneſs, and perhaps 
your virtue! RESERVE beſpeaks a want both of 
regard and confidence ; it ſtops the intercourſe of 
love; it damps the riſings of deſire ; and like the 
nipping froſt, kills the bloſſom in the bud, 


I would wiſh you to . mother eyil repug- 
pant to the ties of marriage, and the duty it en- 
Joins : I mean that of placing confidence in others 
reſpecting ſuch matters of diſpute as relate only to 
yourſelyes. - If this be engouraged or indulged 
even in things of the ſmalleſt conſequence, it will 
ſoon extend to thoſe of greater moment; and in 
ſome unguarded minute, ſteal from you perhaps 
what prudence urged you to conceal. Your huſ- 
band, it is certain, will not be without his faults ; ; 
but js that a reaſon why they ſhould be expoſed ? 
no; 
| 
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no; duty and affection teach another leſſon: the 
bare ſuſpicion of theſe things being communi. 
cated to a third perſon, will create a jealouſy pre- 
judicial to his happineſs ; and the woman who 
ſeeks either to leſſen her own trials, or to remove 
the cauſe of her diſtreſs by expoſing the frailties 
of human nature, will find herſelf, after trying 
the expedient, moſt ſhamefully diſappointed, Such 
a breach of conjugal fidelity is pregnant with the 
worſt of evils : it has a natural tendency to ſour 
the temper, to unhinge the mind, and in a ſeries 
of time, to produce coldneſs, indifference, and 
neglect. In the marriage life, conrxipenTs are 
not in general either uſeful or deſirable: it is not 
perhaps either ſafe or prudent to intruſt the deareſt 
friend with what we wiſh concealed from a huſ- 
band or a wife, Acceſs to the ſecret repoſitory 
of the heart is a privilege peculiar to both, from 


which the neareſt relative ſhould ſtand excluded; 


nor can the breach of it be diſpenſed with by 
either, without ſacrificing a prerogative of ineſ- 
timable value in domeſtic life. If with unbounded 
confidence we can unboſom the. feelings of the 
heart, what diſtreſs may not be alleviated, what 
difficulty not leflened, or what enjoyment not 
heightened by the kind interpoſition, the ſeaſon- 
able advice, and affecting ſympathy of one who 
figs to ſhare both our ſorrows and our joys? 
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The woman therefore who abuſes ſuch a privilege 
is imprudent and unkind, expoſes her own weak- 
neſs, gives juſt occaſion of offence, and wounds 
the honor of her huſband by ſtabbing him in the 
tendereſt - part What, ſays he, has the wife 
of my boſom dealt thus treacherouſly with me ? 
Had it been an enemy that reproached me, then 
I could have borne it; but it was thou, mine 
equal, with whom I took fweet counſel, yea, 
mine own familiar friend in whom I truſted, 
who hath thus requited me,” | 


But, my amiable friend, I am perſuaded better 
_ things of you, though I thus ſpeak ; I believe 
vou will ſtudiouſly ſhun even the appearance of 


what might give offence, and by a willingneſs to 


pleaſe, demonſtrate both the warmth and ſincerity 
of your love. By a little attention to the tem- 
per and diſpoſition of your huſband, you will eafily 
diſcern what affects his happineſs; and if you 
wiſh to preſerve that inviolate, carefully avoid 
what might have the Teaſt tendency to make him 
'otherwiſe.. Always decline trifling diſputes : from 
-things the moſt unimportant in themſelves, fre- 
quently ariſe altercations which when perſiſted in 
are productive of the moſt ſerious conſequences, 
but which, by a compliance on the part of either, 
might have been prevented. Better is a dry mor- 
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ſel, ſays one, and quietneſs oak, 


houſe full of ſacrifices with ſtrite. And in all ſuch 
caſes, ELOISA, an unreſerved conceſſion will be 
more honorable than a continued obſtinate. re- 
ſiſtance. Inſtead of theſe things, therefore, which 
will only deſtroy your comforts, endeavor to che- 
riſh your huſband's eſteem by the endearing teſti- 


monies of condeſcending love : this will produce 


the moſt agreeable. effects, and perhaps inſure 
the moſt ſubſtantial happineſs. Time and poſſeſ- 
ſion, which too often leſſen the ſenſe of our 
enjoyments, will then convince him that he is 
happy: he will ſoon ſee, that to your affeRtion, 
care, and induſtry, he ſtands indebted for that 
tranquillity and peace which he feels within, and 
which conſtitute his home a ſeat of * fublimeſt 
earthly pleaſures, 


Endeavor, ELOISA, to make his habitation an 
earthly PARADISE, Aim at perfection in all you 
do; the beſt example is certainly the moſt wor- 
thy of imitation : nor are you to be diſcouraged 
becauſe that defirable ſtate is unattainable in the 
preſent life : a failure on your part will only be- 


tray the imperfection of human nature, and 
demonſtrate the unfeigned love and ſincerity of 


your own heart, This, as it will teach you to 
bear with. the infirmities and failings of your 


huſband, 


i 
( 
| 
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huſband, will prove a valuable and uſeful leſſori. 
Be alſo particularly watchful of your temper : it 
is poſſible that on the moſt trifling occaſion it 
may be diſturbed, and if not timely checked, 
diveſted of that ſerenity and compoſure which are 
truly deſirable and praiſe - worthy. An uneaſy, 
reſtleſs diſpoſition, if once indulged, will produce- 
a petulaney and fretfulneſs of ſpirit; will hurry 
you into dangerous extremes; and if not pre- 
vented, will at length terminate in bitter cavilings, 
reproachful cenſures, and m other evils intirely 
+ ſubverſive of that happineſs and comfort to which 
marriage was intended to give a ſanction. But 
words are not the only canſes of diſquietude : an 
unkind deportment, or looks equally expreſſive 
of the ſeverity and rancor of the heart, are pro- 
ductive of the ſame effects, and ſhould therefore 
be carefully avoided. Very oppoſite to ſuch a 
conduct is an eaſy, affable, and condeſcending 
behavior, the fruit of gentleneſs, long-ſuffering, 
and forhedrance—virtues that demonſtrate the 
warmth and ſincerity of that love which ſuffers 
all things, is not eaſily provoked, thinks no evil, 
but rejoiceth in the unfeigned diſplays of ſincerity 
and ruth, 


Other 10 equally important, and which 
require particular attention, are the duties of 
f domeſtic 
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domeſtic life. It is the peculiar characteriſtic of 
2 COO wife, that ſhe looketh well to the ways 
of her houſehold, and eateth not the bread of 
idleneſs. In the management of family concerns 


ſhe is to guide the houſe,” and in ſuch a manner 
as to © give none occaſion to the adverſary to 
ſpeak reproachfully. Teach the young woman, 
ſays an infallible monitor, to be diſereet, chaſte, 
KEEPERS AT HOME, good, obedient to their 
huſbands, that the word of God be not blaſ- 
phemed. If therefore you would be thought 
a daughter of faithful and obedient Abraham, 
do not imitate the ladies of the preſent day, but 
follow the example of thoſe holy women * in old 
time who truſted in God, and were in ſubjection 
to their own huſbands ; who adorned themſelves; 
not with that outward adorning of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold, or putting on of 
apparel, but with the H1pDEN man of the heart, 
in that which is not corruptible, even the oRNA- 
MENT of a meek and quiet . which is in 
the fight of God of great price,” _» 


| "Vary oppolte; on the other hand; is the cons 

duct of thoſe women, who, by utprofitable 
amuſements and unneceſſary viſits, ' proſtitute that 
precious time which was given for better purpoſes, 
Inſtead therefore of conforming to ſuch hurtful 
We = - practices, 


ER, 

practices, be diligent in the care and management 
of your family, providing all things convenient 
without extravagance, ſo that the fruit of your 
huſband's induſtry and toil may be extended as 
far as poſſible by good ceconomy. Frugality 
without covetouſneſs is an attainment in the ma- 
nagement of domeſtic affairs that is worth pur- 
ſuing ; a purſuit, ELo1sA, that would do much 
more honor to ſome of the fairer ſex, than that 
unbounded extravagance which often hurries 
them into very dangerous extremes, and which is 
ſometimes carried ſo far as to know no reſtraint 
till that of want! Viſit the houſes of ſuch un- 
hinking mortals, and you will ſee nothing but 


Gdiforder and confuſion : their families are in gene- 


ral as diſſipated as themſelves ; harmony and de- 
corum, with their inſeparable companions peace 
and happineſs, are gueſts that find no refidence 

within ſuch walls. | 


And now, EL018A, let me put you in mind 
of the many perſonal obligations you are under 
to the great Author of your being. To his un- 
bounded liberality you muft ever ſtand indebted 
as well for the mercies you now enjoy, as for 
thoſe that in future you may experience: 
look with gratitude, therefore, to the beneficent 
hand that ſupplies every returning want; and 


while 
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while you taſte the ſweets of divine providence, 
pray that the enjoyment of them may be ſo ſanc- 
tified, as to anſwer the wiſe ends for which they | 
were graciouſly beſtowed, Your beloved pu- 
LETUS, remember, is among the reſt of your f 
many mercies, and not the leaſt that you have 
experienced. Need I mention that you are both 
ſojourners here as all your fathers were; ?: 
GRIMS and STRANGERS who have no continuing 
city; HELP-MEETsS to each other, not in tem- 
poral concerns only, but in thoſe alſo that reſpect 
the nobler and better part The higheſt poſſible 
degree of happineſs attainable in this uncertain 
ſtate of things, is that after which you both na- 
turally aſpire ; but the brevity of life, and the 
many viciſſitudes that attend it, will ſoon con- 
vince you how imperfect and unſatisfatary every 
ſublunary enjoyment is, when compared with 
thoſe celeſtial pleaſures for which you are both 
candidates, which are to be experienced in a bet- | 
ter country, and which are liable to no change, | 
imperfe&ion, nor abatement. To think of living | 
etagnally together in the mutual fruition of ſuch 
ſublime happineſs, is a conſideration that muſt 
afford the moſt ſubſtantial joy: but on the other 
hand, how awful, how diſtreſſing the thought i 
| 


of an eternal ſeparation at the laſt deciſive day I 
You, who are now ſo cloſely united by every 
| K 3 affectionati 
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aſfectionate and tender tie; and who, by a recl- 
procal exchange of the kindeſt offices, are fo en. 
geared to each other as to feel ſome pain even at 
a ſeparation that is perhaps but momentary ; how 
then will you bear to part---to meet no more - 
to take a laſt adieu----an everlaſting farewell l- 
Awful and affecting as the bare mention of theſe 
things may ſeem, this will certainly be the caſe, 
if either, after being weighed in the balance, is 
found wanting: ſurely the thought muſt be al- 
moſt inſupportable----Theſe conſiderations are 
mentioned, ELISA, to excite in you a holy dili- 
gence as well for the immortal, as the temporal 
welfare of your better-half. The cares of this life 
are not the only things about which you may be 
prudently anxious: ye dwell together here as heirs 
of the grace of life, and with equal ſolicitude 
ſhould watch over each other's fouls, ſhould pro- 
| mote each other's ſpiritual intereſt, and ſtudiouſly 
avoid every thing by which the prayers of either 
might be hindered. If at any time you think 
your huſband errs in things of a ſpiritual nature, 
or in others of leſs importance, open your mind 
with freedom and affe&ion ; tenderly expoſtulate 
with him, and if he finds that he was wrong, 
he will be thankful for your kind interpoſition : 
otherwiſe, you have nothing to fear; for your 


e of his conduct will give him plea» 
g ſure, 


. 
of your love, and afford him an opportunity of 
demonſtrating his own, in pointing out with 
meekneſs the error by which you were deceived. 
In this line of duty, and by fuch a mutual be- 


pleaſure that but few experience. If, on the 
ments, and not embrace every opportunity of 
being uſeful ; there is perhaps a moment coming 
in which you may remember your remiſſneſs ; 
in which you may lament your want of duty, 
but lament too late to requite that love which 
deſerved at your hands the moſt affectionats 


regard, Lag 


os Oi | 

When a huſband en to the grave, 
we at once find excuſes for every weakneſs, and 
palliations of every fault; we recollect a thouſand 
endearments which before glided off our minds 
without impreſſion ; a thouſand favors unrepaid, 
a thouſand duties unperfarmgd, and wiſh, vainly 
wiſh for his return, not ſo much that we may 
receive, as that we may beſtow happineſs, and 
recompenſe that kindneſs which before we neyer 
underſtood. Our crime ſeems now irretrievable, 


it is indelibly recorded, and the ſtamp of fate by 


is fixed upon it. Ve conſider, with the molt 4 
5 afflictive 
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gard to each other's welfare, you will taſte a 
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given, 
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4 Let us therefore make haſte to do what we 
all certainly at laſt wiſty to have done; let us 
return the careſſes of our friends, and e 
by mutual endearments to heighten that tender- 
neſs Which is the balm of life, Let us be quick 
0 repent of injuries while repentance may not 
be a barren anguiſh, and let us open our eyes to 
every rival excellence, and pay early and willingly 
thoſe honors which Geerd will 9937 4a W 


be 3 oe e 


= - . 
* 
* — 
» - 
* 
« 
= 
= 
o 
1 
- 
- 
n 1 
m 
— 
* 
4 
= 
i 
4 
, 


- 


— Ho 


